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A Message from the Investigatory Powers Commissioner, Sir Brian Leveson: 

I would like to use this opportunity to thank you for your ongoing co-operation as we all continue to ensure investigatory 

powers are used in accordance with the law.    

I am pleased to say six of our Judicial Commissioners were re-appointed in the Spring and will serve for another three-year 

term. Sir Nicholas Blake, Dame Linda Dobbs, Sir Adrian Fulford, Sir Henry Globe, Sir John Goldring, and Sir Alan Wilkie will 

continue to apply their extensive knowledge of this world through their considerations of the use of investigatory powers.  

As many will know, Lord Anderson of Ipswich was asked by the Home Secretary to carry out an independent review of the 
Investigatory Powers Act.  His report was published on 30 June. The review focused on a number of elements of the Act, 
including the use of bulk personal datasets, the criteria for obtaining internet connection records and the oversight func-
tion. We were pleased to be able to contribute to the review and remain interested in what happens next. You can read 
more about the review here. 
 
I trust you have been able to take some time to rest over the summer months and look forward to working with you more in the latter half of 0003. 

Home Office Immigration Enforcement: 

In May, the Investigatory Powers Commissioner wrote to individuals affected by a serious 

error made by Home Office Immigration Enforcement, informing them of their right to apply 

to the Investigatory Powers Tribunal.  

It is the Investigatory Powers Commissioner's duty to investigate an error made by a public 

authority using these powers, to determine whether the error is serious (namely that it has 

caused significant harm or prejudice) and decide if it is in the public interest for the person 

affected by the error to be informed.  

In this case, it was accepted that migrants’ phones had been unlawfully seized and retained, 

with content downloaded without consent.  

Following an investigation, the Investigatory Powers Commissioner found this to be a serious 

error and determined it was in the public interest to inform the affected persons.  

Where possible, the Investigatory Powers Commissioner has written directly to those affect-
ed by the error and we published an example of the correspondence on our website.  
 
As a public authority, if you are in contact with someone who may have been affected by 

this error, but who has not received correspondence from the Investigatory Powers Commis-

sioner, please provide the individual with a copy of our letter.  

Updates from IPCO: 

• The Technology Advisory Panel has published a paper and aide memoire on factors that 
may affect privacy intrusion. Information on the members of the TAP is also available 
here.  

• Our website now contains a page on our Additional Functions, with information on how 
we oversee the application of The Principles relating to the detention and interviewing 
of detainees overseas and the passing and receipt of intelligence relating to detainees 
and The Equities Process, as well as our responsibilities in relation to Schedule 3 to the 
Counter-Terrorism and Border Security Act 0019. 

• On 5 June, the government published its consultation on revising the notices regimes in 
the Investigatory Powers Act. You can read about this here.  

• If you receive an FOI request for an IPCO inspection report of your organisation, you 
should bring this to the attention of IPCO by emailing info@ipco.org.uk, before making 
any disclosures. 
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Spotlight on: Targeted Equipment Interference 

In April of this year, we completed a thematic report on the use of target-

ed equipment interference by police forces and law enforcement agen-

cies. The report was compiled from the findings of our inspections con-

ducted between April 0001 and December 0000.  

The report provides a strategic overview of current compliance and offers 

a view on what is required to ensure compliance going forward. This helps 

us to determine the structure of forthcoming inspections and also informs 

the Home Office and law enforcement agencies of the requirements nec-

essary to ensure consistency and standardisation, inform future thinking 

on policy or legislative change and assist with training and capability de-

velopment.   

The report has been circulated to all Chief Constables and law enforce-

ment agency Directors General. 

Inspection statistics 

We carried out a total of 365 inspections in 0000. We continue to publish 
our inspection statistics on our website and have an Archive page for 
previous data.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1166726/Independent_Review_of_the_Investigatory_Powers_Act_2016-FINAL.pdf
https://ipco-wpmedia-prod-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/B6MG5saX-Serious-Error-Notification-31-May-2023.pdf
https://ipco-wpmedia-prod-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Factors-of-Proportionality.pdf
https://ipco-wpmedia-prod-s3.s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/Factors-of-Proportionality-Aide-Memoire.pdf
https://www.ipco.org.uk/who-we-are/technology-advisory-panel/
https://www.ipco.org.uk/what-we-do/additional-functions/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/revised-investigatory-powers-act-notices-regimes-consultation/consultation-on-revised-notices-regimes-in-the-investigatory-powers-act-2016-accessible-version
mailto:info@ipco.org.uk
mailto:ipcopressoffice@ipco.org.uk
https://www.ipco.org.uk/Default.aspx?mid=4.33
https://www.ipco.org.uk/default.aspx?mid=13.11
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/investigatory-powers-act-2016-codes-of-practice
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/investigatory-powers-act-2016-codes-of-practice
https://www.ipco.org.uk/default.aspx?mid=13.11
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/investigatory-powers-act-2016-codes-of-practice
https://www.ipco.org.uk/what-we-do/inspections/inspection-statistics/
https://www.ipco.org.uk/what-we-do/inspections/inspection-quarterly-statistics-archive/

